leading and popular figure of Egypt’s social set, Dora El Chiaty has turned her
A passion for decorating into her career. The former housewife of Greek origins

not only earned many compliments from friends for decorating the family’s
various residences but also earned her husband’s trust, owner of the countries’ leading
tour and hotel operators to give her a first assignment in decorating two of the companies
Nile Cruise boats. This was 16 years ago and the rest is history as they say. Today Dora
El Chiaty is the head of the design department at Travco Group and oversees all of the
companies’ projects. PASHION had a chat with the stylish lady who is a true citizen of
the world and has added a countless number of resorts to her portfolio, including her two

latest masterpieces, the Jaz Oriental and Jaz Crystal Resort in Almaza Bay, North Coast.

Q: What’s your biggest challenge when taking on a new project?

A: Continuous improvement and variety. So that with a portfolio of hotels as big as ours,
guests will always see something different and novel and experience a new concept of
what I like to call Modern Arabian which truly reflects a unique sense of Egyptian flair.

Q: You have been influenced by Asian Fusion and Moorish culture in your
various projects. Where is the inspiration coming from in your current projects?
A:Asian fusion is fashionable world wide and I am very much inspired by it. But my designs
always have oriental, Moorish touches, inspired by extensive travels to both regions. The
way I mix both depends heavily on the unique combinations of textures, materials, colors
and patterns and the end result is usually a very eclectic but mainly modern Arabian look
with a fusion touch (in the restaurants for instance).

Q: Many fashion designers turn interior decorators. Can you see yourself in
another creative career other than interior design?

A:I like to paint. But perhaps I should take some courses first (uttered with a
very ironic smile)...Maybe one day when I have a bit more time I can do that!

Q: Can you see yourself going into residential design as well?

A: T have done Spice Girl Melanie Brown (Mel B) and Stephan Belaphonte’s
house in Madinat Makadi. The couple came and visited my children Tania and
Karim in Madinat Makadi in 2007. They chose to renew their vows there and
asked me to design a house for them. I had “carte blanche” with the interiors
and when they saw the house for the first time they were blown away.

Q: Tell wus about favourite hotel inside and outside Egypt.
A: In Egypt it is the old part of the Mena House with its palatial interiors and
the imperial accents from exquisite antiques to rich textiles and handcrafted
furniture that adorn this luxury hotel. And of course the view as if seated at
the foot of the Pyramids. Abroad The Peninsula Hotel in Beverly Hills for its
personalized service down to the finest of detail including your initials on the
pillows and the towels and your preferred type of tea! Another favourite is
The One and Only in the Reethi Rah of the Maldives. Its paradise! While on
vacation there one of our latest hotel projects came about. Now the design stage
of a new resort at Vokkarro Island in the famous Baa Atoll’s is in progress and
soon construction will begin.

Q: Your biggest passion in life?

A Travelling and discovering new places and learning about different cultures,
which also continue to inspire me for new concepts for my work. I especially
enjoy travelling when with my family which only happens on holiday.
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“I often integrate antique pieces
like windows, doors and tiles
sourced from old buildings with
contemporary design elements. It
is my way of reflecting what | would
call a unique Egyptian setting and
believe is one of the keys to my
success.” Dora El Chiaty
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Left page: Top: Mrs.Dora El Chiaty.
Bottom: the grand lobby of the JAZ
Crystal Resort. This page: Top:The bar at
the JAZ Crystal Resort: Middle: a suite at
the JAZ Crystal Resort. Bottom: The lobby
area of the Omar El Khayam Nile Cruiser.
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